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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

Foneroy.—M. Gambetta expects that there wiil
e & Republican majority of twenty-five in the
Fronch Seunate after the coming elections, ——
The steamer State of Lounisiana, from Glas-
gow for this port, is ashore on the Lrisk
coast; the passengers and crew are safe. —
Mr. Gladstone has not yet desided to he a eandidate
for Edinburgh. == It is intended to reduce wages
in the building trafle in 8teflicld.

Domestic.—The snow storm has blockaded the
eailroads around Buffalo and Chicago. ——— Ulief
Moses aud his head wen have been captured, anid
the danger of a war with that band has
been averted. When Congress reasseins
bles, a hill will be introduced for the
reoornage of the silver dollar into oue of
480 graius weight. =———= The beirs of Stephen A.
Douglas have wou their cotton elaim mit. ——
The evidenee in regard to the Hot Nprings item
shows that its omission from an appropriation bill
was accidental,

CITY AND SUBURBAN.—Secretary 8herman *denied
the eharges of Mr. Hewitt, that he had shown
favoritism to the First National Dauk; he
alsp  discussed  resnmption  schemes. =
Extensive preparations were made for Christ-
was servicea in the cburches sud eutertain-
ments in the charitable institutions, ——
Judge Westbrook gave a decisiom in  the
Stewart will case, =——— Through trains on the East
8ide Elevated Road will be run to Harlem to-day.
= The Merrill will case was resumed Lefore Sur-
rogate Calvin. === Dr. Whitehead was nrrested i
Brooklyn for malpractice. Gold, 1001y,
1001, 1001g;. Gold value of the legal-tender dol-
lur at the close, 90,98 cents, Gold valne of the le-
gal-tender silver dollur (4124 grains) 83.02 cents.
Stooks dull and weregular, closing feverish,

Tuk WeArnen.—TRIBUNE local obsarvations in-
dicate warmer and clear or partly cloudy weather,
Thermomeler yestarday, 17°, 229, 197,

The Indian Burean prides itself greatly
upon preventing an Indian war by capturing,
without fighting, Chief Moses and ten of lus
principal followers. But suppose that some
one should insist upon making up the account
on both sides, and should put down all the
wars which the Indian Buveau brought on?

—e

More announcements come of the extraor-
dinary activity of the House Appropriations
Committes. It seems ungracious not to cowm-
wend their unprecedented industry and that
of the House, but the solemu fact is that not
all of it is born of virtne. The Demoeratic
House keepa its nose to the grindstone be-
cause it dare not look up and meet the glare

of the ciphers.

The port of Carthagena, in Colombia, it ap-
pears exported produee worth in round num-
bers $634,000 for the fiscal vear which ended
September 80. Of this traflic, $4806,000 fell
to Enrope, while only $148,000 was diverted
to this city. The whole trausaction is swall,
but it indicates the disproportionate part which
this ecounntry has: of the Spanish-American
trade, despite our greal natural aud commers
ol advantages.

——

If the old proverb about “a greem Chlirist-
““mas” be troe, the West need have no fear
that its ehurchyards will be filled too fast.
Railroad travel in and ont of Chicago is fuirly
Bockaded by the snow, the Misswssippi River
1s frozen over from St. Panl to Cuiro, and
coming further east, Buflulo is emjoymg the
yare Christmas luxury of three feet of suow
with « wind that beips Santa Clans along at

the rate of seventy-two miles an hour.
b

Genernl Nelson A. Miles, who eamed long
ago the distinctive title of *the Indian
* fighter,” puts his testimony respecting the
Indian Bureau on the same side with
that of almost all other Army officers. Ie be-
Jieves that most of the dificulties with the
Western tnbes grow out of frayd by the
pgents, and  that frand  would be
elmost impossible under a military man-
sgement.  Genernl  Miles has to  do

.courage

duction of which, the report states, there ean
he no excnse : in one instunce a globme of
metal was evoived from two ounces of sugar.
But while these salts and the acids which
were fousd were usaully in small quantities,
that fact, as the report forcibly sets forth,
does not make thewr presence, in nny quantity,
less of & friud upon the consmper,

e elfe.
The prospect which M. Gambetta holds out
of u Republican majority of 25 in the French
Senate, after the elections next month, will en-
his party to resist  firmly the
intr gnes  of  the  Reactionists, who will
wake a gtrong effort to retain their hold in
the proviness. Of the 82 Senators to be re-
placed 19 are Republieans, M. Gumbetta, of
course, calevlates that his party will win more
than hall of the remaining 63, in order to nc-
quire the expected majorty, for the Reac-
tionists united wow ontvumber the Republi-
can Sengtors, As the HBeuatorial electors have
et chosen, the Repnblican leader can tell
with reasonable acenraey how they will vote,
especially as his political sagacity is rarvely at
fault.

e
The comtinued slaughter along the line of the
Atlantic Avenue steam-ears in Brooklyn hae
had its natural «feet in the meeting just beld
at the residence of a prominent citizen, to de-
vise measures to compel the building of a
new road, either below the swface or at
some heieht above it. It is a eirenmstance of
some significance, perhaps, that the gentiment
of this meeting, to which it was stated that
the Attantie Avenue road eontemplated an ex-
tension of its line to South Feny, was in
favor of o depressed road. Sueh a road might
not be & useless experiment, especwlly in
Brooklyn, Tn this city there is n long siride
to-day in the work of providing rapid trausit,
the East Side road mnning traing, for the firsi
time, from the Battery to Harlem River,

e

There can be no doubt of Mr. Hewitt's gine
cerity in the complaint which he recently
brought against the Seeretary of the Treasury
concerning the nse made of the First Nationnl
Ihank of this eity, in the funding operations and
in procuring gold for resnmption. There can be
as little doubt, we think, that his zeal is mistaken.
The Recretary of the Treasury has been led
to take np Mr. Hewitt's lutest statement of
his complaint, and in an interview with a
TrisUNE reporier, elsewhere printed this
morming, has made short work of it. He
obeyed the law, That was all, The First
National Bank did the work rather than any
other National bank, becanse the Syndicate
chose the First Natlonal Bank. Neither have
we vet heard any financier, familiar with the
facts, suegesting  that the Synilicate made
any mistake in its choee, It wanted gomd
work by men who thoroughly understood how
to do that particnlar kind of work, and it got
what it wanted.

THE KINtG OF 1U-DAT.

One of the most pathetie Christinas stories
that we know comes down to us from those
chilly early days in which, among the atern
shadows of the Punitan faith, Christmas fires
burned but feebly. It is written, too, by a
grim old Qnaker to whom Christmas was a
Yagan abomination, who with his wife, child,
slaves and much property, set sail from
Jamniea abont two hundred years ngo to come
to the “savage wilderness of Pennsylvanin.”
The bLarkentine Heformation, m  which they

sailed, in  trymg to avoid the pirates
wns wrecked on the Florida coast, and
for five montha they wandered through

trackless wildeyuesses, in the inclemeney of a
terrible Winter, tiying to make their way
northward. They were without money, clothes
or food. The Iudian tribes which they en-
countered were the fiercest on the continent ;
uo white man had ever passed through them
alone. Yet this band of starving, half-naked
wretches were helped on their way for the
sake of the child that they carrvied. It is in-
credible as @ fairy tale, this story of
the brutalized savages crowding about
the babe, whom his father describes as
 fair and comely to look upon.” The expec-
tation of its coming went fruw tribe to tribe.
Through the whole Winter, as they journeyed,
the Indian women put their own childien
from their breasts to suckle it, and gave it
part of their own seanty covering. The men
of the shipwrecked party, hardy sailors and
negroes, fainted by the way. Several died. una-
ble to bear the terrible exposure and hunger.
But the baby, which had been but a puny thing
in its luxnrions home, grew strong and vosy in
the arms of its savage, tendor foster mothers ;
it never was allowed to feel cold or hunget ;
even the men, who staggered along over the
frozen morasses to their death, helped to com-
fort this one beloved thing which reminded
them of their own homes and the children
they should pever see ngmn.

The story which was a fact then, is true of
every age and country. It is the child that
is the king who never dies. It was this
inuoeent, foolish, inconscquent creature for
whom the greatest of monarchs, beloved of
God, centurics ago, lay fasting in agony for
many days, besieging heaven to spare it to
bim yet a little longer. It is this Bahy
that has roused the whole world this
morning to a delightful madness. Think of
the mynad of homes, from the palace in
Europe or the bhut on the Western prairie,
Itaban villa, Australian ranch, rose-scented
cottage in the Sonth or lonely Greenland mis-
gion planted on etermusl Aretie suows, to our @wn
busy firesides m New-York, in which all ather
thoughts and work are thrust aside to-duy to
indulge the whims of this most unreasonable,
dearest ol tyrants, There are fow cellars or
garrets iu this eity so wretched that there
has been no effort to keep the duy, to delude
the miserable little paupers in them by eome
gerap or rag of gayely that they too have
their shave in the universal rejowcing,

For the day we Keep the spotheosia of
Childhood. There was a profound weaning
in the fact that God gent His Son to the help
of the guilty, weary, hopeless world, neither
as king, nor magiciun, nor philosopher ; but ns n
Child, We go to the words which he spoke
in his manhood, from all philosophies and
theories, to find the basis of truth; when the
pain and loss of life, or our own gin nud
meanuess grow iutolerable, it s to the figure
npon the Cross that we turn, But the Babe
in the manger has another and wider mean-
ing. It signities all that is innoeent in these
buman lives which each of us must lead ; all
tuat is tender and pure and dear—the mothier's
love, which the most vicious man remembers,
the instinet of protection for the weak and
helpless, which he has long ago forgotten,

That divine figure of the Infant Jesus shin-
ing down through ages of ignorance and vice

Day, ns onee on the streets of Jorusalem,
when our Master wonld show ns what shal!
be highest in the real life beyond the grave,
He takes n Child and sets him in the miost
of us,

GOOD TENPEEK IN POLI TICS.

There iz one good effect of bolidays and
celebrations which we do mnot often take into
account.  Bringing public adversaries  into
social companionship, and impelling ns all to
show for a few honrs the more cheery and
aminble side of onr disposition, they gerve as
a corrective of that bitterness of thonght and
intemnerance of speech which are the curse
of our political life. It is worth a great deal
to be recalled, if only two or three times o
year, to onr better selves, and reminded that
people who differ from us are not all fools or
rogues; and that the schiemea of our pariy
opponents  are not necessarily  frand  and
villany. The rancor of political controversy
i« no more intense in tLis country thun
it is elsewhere, but it is more per-
gistent. We are alwaya wrangling, and
too many of us are always abusive, save on
those rare happy occasions when we deelare
u truee of twenty-four hours for the purpose
of celebrating a National anmversary, or cat-
ing & commewmoration dinuer, or keeping up
the grent domestic festival of Cliristmas, u
1t were not for these oceasional checks to the
gathering current of bad Wood, one half of
our leading citfzens wounld soon eccase to be on
speaking terms with the other half,

As u geueral thing men avoid debatable pub-
lic questions on these days devoted to gowd
humor; but we confess that we are always
glad when some  dinner-table orntor is hold
enough to introduce n grave political topic, m
the just, friendly, and cheerful tone which
befits # guthering of  e@omal companions.
At  the New-England dinner on  Mon-
day mght there wers many references to
the exeiting topies which have Intely fillud
Congress with invective and newspapers with
slander, and the mauner i which they were
tonched was invariably pleasant and appro-
printe. The most fanatical inflationist conld
find no reasooable taalt with the frank yet
entirely good-patured allustons of Seeretary
Evarts to * honest money,” or to the remarks
of Secretary Sherman on resamption. Mr.
Shermnn spoke of the eurrency without huil-
ing epithets at the Greenback party; and
Mr. Blaine earried the whole assemblage

with him when he urged that * whersver
“an  honest dollar ecirenlates, an  hon-
Wiest bellot should  sustain  and  uphold
“ig”  These gpenkers are  leading  men

in the Republiean party, and they professed
their faith on this ocoasion with freedom and
emphnsis ; they guve their views positively
—though brielly —on the most 1mportant sub-
jeets of enrrent politienl coatroversy. Yet
nobody will compluin that they marred the
pleasnres of the Tenst,

It would be a blessing if the kindly influ-
ences which tempor disenssion at a New-Eng-
land dinner, and rule the disputes even of
partisan newspapers on Christmas moming,
econld be prolonged into the countroversics
which are to vex us a8 soon a5 the hol-
idays mre over. Truth has unothing o lose
by moderation, The issue to which M.
Blaine made n passing  alluxion in his ples
for an honest  ballot  ecannot be  over-
looked, nnd 1t will hardly be treated without
a great deal of party exasperation. Yet it is
not at &ll & party question, and it ought not
to be debated with u view to parky advantage,
The purity of the bailot s essential to the
prosperity, to the very safety, of an American
community. We refuse to believe that any fac-
tion will defend the wrongs which are said to
Lave been committed nupon Repnbliean voters
in the South : and while onr differences are
only about the existence of certain alleged
fucts, it onght to be possble to collect aud
exnnine ovidence without the assumption on
the one hand that every Democratic statesman
is a felonions champion of frand, and on the other
that the Republican party is determined upon
reviving seetional antipsthies and  forgotien
hatreds. ‘The ingniry which has been insti-
tuted into the fucts of this matter must be
prosecuted to the end, and the disclosure of
the plain truth—wbich we believe is what re-
gpectable men on the one side us well as the
other sineerely desire—will be promoted by
condneting the disenssion in fair, ealm tem-
per and decent langunge.

A HOLIDAY SHOW PUSTPONED.

We are not to have one of the amusements
we had foudly suticipated for the holiday sen-
son. The Congressionn] Committee which has
been appointed at the instanee of that cham-
pion of & clean ballot-box and untrammelled
vote, the Ion. Fernando Wood, to investi-
gate the unhallowed proceedings of the tyraut
Davenport, will not spring at the throat of the
despot until after the holidays, So there is n
respite for Davenport and a disappointment
for those who find joy in gladintorial contests
and Andalusian sports, We who know the
berculean  proportions  of  Davenport, and
have been witnesses to  his  muscular
prowess  in  personally bloding, mapacling
and consigmng to loathgome dnogeons thou-
sands ol voters, and who know as well the
possibilities that lie in an investigating com-
mittee of the present Congress, had antici-
pated unusual delight in the Loliday spectacle
of this enconnter. Ever since Mr. Wood put
in his immortal anewer to the President's
Message on the subject of intimidation and
violenee on the first day of the session, there
hns been n confident feeling on the part of
the public that soon or Inte there wonld come
a dusty wrestle between this Demoeratie Con-
gress  and  the  bold, bad  mun  whe
has consigned so0 many of the purest
and best members of the Tammany So-
ciety to dignominions dwmprisonment  and
lingering death,  The appoivtment of the
Committee made certain the coming event,
and it was the hope of the public that the
trouble wonld Degin n the holiday recess,
and add one more to the recreations of the
season. It is now annonnecd that the per-
formance will not open notil alter Congress
renssembles,  Let us rejoice, however, that it
i« only deferred for n time and ot postponed
indefinitely. It will no doabt bogin imme-
dintely after the meeting of Congress, nud the
general public will have, as they nsed to say
in early times in California when they started
a new chiureh, *“lots of fun out of it.”

Mr. Hartridge, of Goorgin, chairman of the
gub-committes to condoct the inquiry and
roast Davenport before the publie eye for his
erneltics and oppressions, has been inguired of
ns to Lhe sub-committee’s intentions by a
Washington reporter, and that stutesman

the Wood-curdhing account given by Mr. Wood
of Davenport’s goings-on, and the terror he
has inspired in the breasts of all good citizens,
the Committes do not fear to tackle him in
his own fastncases, Asked if ho thouzht the
Committes wonld be sble to report to this
Congress, Mr. Hartridge replied, vonfideutly,
“Ol, yes. Mr. Wood tells me we can get
“ through in about two weeks, We wiil get all
“the facts and figures he has, and the nomes
“of all the witnesses he ean give us, and we
“ will call upon everybody in New-York who
“ean throw any hght upon the subject.”

Then, as if it had ocenrred to Inm
that this was & large programme, he
added, “It may take us longer than

v two weeks, but we mean to do our work
“ thoroughly.” We suspoeet Mr. Hartvidge is
over-saneiine, Either that or Mr, Fernando
Wood has been euilty—which Heaven forbid
—of exaggerntion, For no such case as that
represented by Mr. Wood in his answer to
the Premident’s Messaga ean be finished in
any two wooks, There must be some mistake
about Me. Wood's  having  expressed  the
opinion with which he is eredited. For that
statesman certainly dud give the country to
understaud that he had * facts and figures”
on the Davenport business that were worth
beir e investigated by a Committee of the Whole,
instead of o paltry sub-committee, and wonld
pecupy any committee months instead of
weeks, There's evudently a wistake some-
where, Mr. Wood never wonld have burst
into the first day's proccedings with the Dav-
enport business in the way he did had there
not Leen something more in it than is indi-
cated in the Hartriuge interview., Let us
hope for a bigger thing.

Meantime, it is said that the tyrant an-
daciously invites investigation, and proposes
to offer the Committee the nse of his own
offiee free of expense during  the pro-
gresa  of their labord.  What  line  of
defence he will offer we have not been in-
formed, bur it wonld not be at ull surprising
il Lo ghiould Lave the efftoutery to undertake
to prove to the Committee that the vietims of
Liis tyranny were not imprisoued in loathsome
dungeons, and that the only intunidition used
was to prevent illegal voters and repeaters
who contemplited frand from carryiog ont
their lnwless purpose, There is great comfort
in the thought, however, that no amount of
evidence upon this point can eonvinee the pres-
ent Congress that any Demoernt  in the
City of New-York, or ooy where else,
ever harbored a purpose of voting where
he onghit not to, or more times than wns ab-
solutely necessary to insure the suecess of
Demoeraey apd Reform. Mr. Wood has only
to prove that the victims of Davenport’s
tvimnny were Demoernts, and the eago will be
made up for this Congress. The rest goes
without saying, and in spite of any proof that
can be bronght to the contrary. And the
public waits impatiently for the show to open,

BAYARD TAYLOR.

In other years—lost youth’s enehantidd years,

Hoen now, and evermore, throagh blindiug tears

And empey longing for what may not be—

The Desert gave hun back to us; the Sen

Yielded Lim up ; the icy Norland strand

Lared him not long, nor that soft German afe

He loved cotld keep him,  Ever s owo land

Fettered his henrt and brought Lim back again,

WLt soanids sre these of farowell sud despair

Biown by the winds seross the wintry main ¢

What unkuown way is this that ho has gone,

Our Bayard, in sneb silenee, aud alone !

What new, strange quest has tewptod bl onee
mors

To leave us ! Vainly, standing by the shore,

We strain our eyos. But patience! ., . .
tho sort

Rpring ymles are Wowing over Cedaroroft,

Whitening the hawthorn; when the violets bloom

Alung the Brandywine, and overbead

I'ho sky s bine as Italy's—he will come!

Ay, b will come! I eannot make him dead !

Twosmas BAILEY ALDRICIT,

when

Mr. Singleton, of Mississippl, has introdoced his
Public Printing bill again,—he same one which Le
introduces every sossion nud finally fastens to the
Civil Sandry bill-and of course it provides as
nsual for printing ** eulogies on deceased Senators,
Ropresentatives or Delegates in Congress.” Per-
bups this ia all proper. When Congress in a
wooden way, and rather a coarsely wooden way at
that, gues into perfunetory oraforical mourning
for the spaco of an afternoon session, it may be an
aupropriste and touching tribute to ewbalm this
funersl rhetorio in a pswpblet with a black border,
althongh it 1% duly reported in The Congressional

there is to bo any groaning, it must be the groan-
1ng of the dinner-tables, The charitable heart only

President Hayes and his wile go to church
simply decssed and without auy “ pomp of ewoun,
* Many curions eyes follow them, however,

i—

grows warmer aa ont-of-doors grows colder. It has

Toarned the magie art of maintaining o perpetunl

Summer, foll of brilliant sights and melodious

sonnds, the happy faces and the fervent thauks of

those who are nol merely pitied but relisved.
SIS

The memory of Mr, Charles Sumner has rocelved
the highest honor which his State has been accns-
tomed to pay to hen deceased statesmen, His
statie was sei up in the Boston Public Garden on
Monday lust, with the cercmonies usaal onsuch
otensions. If any repuration will bear such a dise
tinetion it 18 bis. OF lus natuesl abilities a8 an
orator and statesman there muy be different opin-

ions  and  estiniates, but  of his conscien-
tions  devotion  to  the eauke  of human
froeidom  there will never be any  honest

question, Lake all men possessed by a dominant
e, and foeling (hemselves called to its vindien-
tion, he was ancompromising, nnd sometimes, per-
haps, anreasonably so,  He did vot lichitly estimate
his own call, sud suffciently el the dignity as well
8 the responsibility of his position ; but few conld
luve oconpivd lua place with less self-psseriion,
His name 18 inseparably eonnected with the history
of a great peviod, and of an extraordinary revolu-
tlon. Much smailer men Lave been houored with
statucs—he thoroughly earned lus own.

Pl

Tie Hon. William Allen, great-grandfather of
the Hon. Allen G, Thurman on his wite's side, for-
nishies one of the sprightlied® oxamples of political
longevity on  record, Mr. Allen was a fer-
vl supporter of the paper-mouey policy of
the Continental Congress during the Revolutionary
War, and the sawe poiicy under its new trades
mark, tne Oljo Lden, Las vo more athletic advoeate
to=thay.  Inasmuch then, as none of Mr, Allew's
desoendants are stout-hoarted enough to enter the
lists for the prize of the Governorship, it is wo
wonder that  Ohio  Democrats  should  turn
hope ully to the stnrdy old ehampion oucs mwore
and offor him the leadership. He rotaing his voeal
powers in full volome, aud hig accomplishments a8
a profane linguist have sufiered no jmpnirment, It
isin Mr. Allen yet to make a loud and bhypersul-

plilrons canyass,

The entire Demoerutie party prophesiod over and
over again that Resumption conld not begin nnder
“Sherman's Sham” on the 1at of January, 1879,
How many of them have o nfessed, sinee their evil
Lodings have beon proved to be [nlse, that they
didu't know what they were talking about, or
dida’t tell the trath if they knew?

POLITICAL NOTES,

A merry Clirstmas to you, Moses aud Nevy,

Politics are ruled out to-day. I 15 a time for
sniiles, not gibes,

Dou't bother abont that card to-day, Mr. Tilden.
Lt it vest till to-morrow,

Mr. Tilden's sigh for n cipher investigation cou-
| tinves insadible,

Moges has decornted the Ark with Christmas
green, and will hold a solitary service thers to-day

‘Ihie gentle enpareencrs will have Tae Trinuse's
hlessing hovering over them as they take their
turkey,

The holidays wonld be a blessing il for no other
reason than that they cause an adjournment of
Congross,

1f Moses had sont Tue Tiinvxe word where he
hung bos stocking, & whole bunch of cipher keys
wounld have been dropped into it,

Thers s a rnmor from Oreeon that Chief Moses
has bheen captured by some Yakima volunbeers,
Peltou wud bhe othor goputeonors ace still at large,

A “sagacions Demoeratic politiclan” remarks
that his party will have to get along withont New-
York, New-Jersey and Connecticut in 1580, In
otber words, will have to get aloug without the
Presidencey.

The President deelines to ba alarmed about the
Soath. The outlook he considers rather bopeful
tann otharwine, as the erops are good, and waterial
osperity 18 a great prowoter ol pablic peaco aad
appluess,

1he Governor of Kausas thinks ho forcsees a
revival of the scalprug business on his borders as
woon as travel opens in the Spring, aod he rthere-
foro sends an appeal to the War Doepurtment for
protection. This loeks like snothor argument for
reduciug the Ariny.

Taxable property 1n Toenocssee can hardly be
rated at & high valuation, for the entire amonot as
ussessed 18 wmaller than the amount returned in
Rhodo Island, On this valuation the State tax is
10 cents for overy $100, This showing will hardly
juurl;- Tennesson in repudintion on the ground of
wability to pay.

Lot us hope that Fernando Wood's deep sympathy
for the vietims of bulldoziug In this city will not
prevent biscomplets enjoyment of the duy's testivi-
ties. [le shonld find happiness in the thought that
Le 18 abont to drag the gulty persons before the
eyea of au suraged country.

Wili Mr. Hull, the Demoeratic candidate whom
the people defeated, but whom a Reform Returning
Board has elocted to Congress from Florida, wear
his cipher nawe lu the H 1 He s andonbtedly

the man who figures in Daniel's dispateh as
* hsh,” to whom Dade had been given in

frecord along with other routine |
The clanse, however, which provides that said on-
logies shall he “accompanied by s portrait ot the
decensed * (presumsbly enlogistic alsol, * executed
in such style as the joint Committes on
Printing may direet,” is altogether an admira-
ble ous to strike onl by amendwment, There cor-
tainly is no excunss for embittering the closmg
hours of any public servant's varesr with the re-
flaction that a Congressional Committec on Printing
had n contract for sxecuting and disseminating Lis
alleged portrait as soon 88 his memory bad heen
served up cold with n regulation eulogy. Many
other oonsidoratwons which  weigh on  the
same side of this questton will occur to the
judicions, An average Congressional Committtee
is sbout as 111 eqnipped a body ns could be selected
for serviee in this or any other department of art ;
aud if ita mewmbers were all thoroughly accom-
plished, there is no justifying resson for comunssion-
{ng them to furnish the country with portraits of
dead Congressmen, ot of living enes either, for the
matter of that., There doesn't apposr to be any
elamorons demand for an art supply of this sort,

Dean Stanley may be trusted to write the inserip-
tion upon the monument to be erected by private
liborality to the memory of Major Andre at Tappan,
N Y. That inscription will contain nothing offen-
sive to Ameriean feehings; but there should be m
it no omisgion of facts which ecertainly justified the
exccution of thet gallant and nufortunate otilecr,
It is to he wished that in some way might be ex-
prossed the compassionnte relnetavce of Washing-
ton ta order the execution; and this is more desir-
able Veenuse his erime Las beon egregionsly misrop-
ressnted in Engiish Hteratore, Those who have de-
ploped the fate of Andre most warmly have
pever suggested any way in which it conkd poesibly
bave been avorded. It was welancholy ; it was
tragie ; bt war 18 always prolific of snoh tragedies,
und no prisoner was ever put to death moros stnotly
aecording to the martial law universally accepted
by alt eivilized nations, The devotion of Major
Atalre to the eause of his king may bave been ered-
itmhlo to lim, though it is to be suspected that he
yielded ruthor to psrsopal affection for his com-
mander, When he undertook the distastefnl duty
lie knew what the risks were, The most oatural
foeling is that too much was asked of him, aud that
he should bave refused to undertake the service.

——

We hiad good, eager, nipping, jolly, bracing Christ
mns weather yesterday, and shall probably have it
{o-day. Santa Clans was probably obliged to make
his annual journoy of benefaction on wheels, for
there was no suow for his sledge; but it is not a

ohurge. That is a iimber reform handie, and looks
witieh more iupressive tuan plain Hull,

Congresaman Clark, of Missousi, says that fero-
cious Bourbon, Vest, will bo the next Unitoed States
Kenator from Missouri, if he is not * swindled out
of I, This is curtous langunge to use of the great
Reform party of Missonri. That State bas been
gerrymandersd (n order b0 orush out completely
the slight icmuins of & *corrupt ' Republican or-
ganization, and no sooner has the Democracy ob-
tained control than one of 1ts own wembers charges
it with » disposition to swindle. This is very sad,

Bouth Carolins has great canso for rejoicmg in
the adjournment of its Legislatare. During the
fonr weeks of its session, the ropudistionists we

continually exerting thewselves to accomphsh

ot & recent Sunday a geutleman sitiing behlud the om.
elal pow touk out Lis hamikere oef and carefully brusted
Tun tuin draps from nt's eoat eolar,

The little John Lothrop Motley was an im-
mgiuative boy, tond of plars and declumutions, A
yonoger brother remembors helng wrapped up n
suawl and kept guier by swestmeais while ie figored

e dead Ciesar, nnd Joau, bhe futurs historian, de
iverod the sapecon of Antony over his prostrste body,
When Joun was eleven years old he begau writhng o
novel, Ikopoued wiiliwo * solitary horseawen ™ ruding
"Lw ao n o the valley of she Housato le, Two
chapters wore flubwied, b

Mr. W. H. Preece, the English electrician,
sl before the Beitist Boctety of Avts the othor duy toat
be looked upon tne subd. viston of the elecerle lighit we g
praction: hopossibiity, Headded that ne bad vislied
Mr. Edison 1o Amoecion, and passed two very plessani
d.yalin s inborntory. Me. Klison, he s=aid, * was an
extremely Ingonions man, bat e logeénuity often care
ried im0 extremes, Not having seen Mr, Edwon's
Hgght we connd not sBY Vory muoaon aoent . but be [ ared
ue bl tumnied 10i0 8 treme dous mate's nest”  For
hupa Mr, Edison iy asion . Mo Preo o yey,

Mr. Edwin P. Winpple, in s recently
printed * Reoolleotions of Rufus ULOste," says thay the
ecmment advoente frequently mdorsed Mr. Weomary
notes sud wus foroed to tuke them up. Mr. Whipnke nise
Aavh thut the archives of the Morchauls' Hank i Hoston
wonid show tuis. Bur a person professiog (o be weil
mtormed writes to The Boston Adverfiser that ** Mr,
Cloute uever suffvred to tue axtens of 8 dolinr by in-
doiming tor Mr. Webater, aud that he seldom indors 4
for aim as sl Toe writer sdds tnat Mo, Webster him.
wolf wlwasa puid caretul aitentlon o bis wules al ihe
Mercunnis’ Bank, nus, of e wanisd 8 uoie renewed, Wi
as ourelws mid panctinoms lo making Gmely apuloation
WA MDY merouant in Bos oon; vor werds wBy ol his noles
Jait nnpalis to toe losd of tie bunk.

Loxpox, Dee, 24.—It is announced that the
Duks ot Ealobargh 18 woout o be promowed Lo the rauk
of Kear-Aduwirat,

GENERAL NOTES.

The World issnes its Almanac carly this year,
bt & pew fora, Avendonlog voiities sud «deetion
s 16th0 , b boudes 10 L umoruus Voeises, tabl s aud the
like, «~i'h clever Jimstestwgs by Cowe, Tt lsan ab
teactive lutle volume, and & 614 for 20 cents.

Roast munkey is what the emigrants from
#outh Caroliua to Libor a have for thelr diunce on ¥un
dav ; * bat,” says one of them 1o o letter, ** 1" mignty
dry eating and needs lara, but that yon cav's get for
love ve money.”  In the next paragraph word ls sent to
& friend urglng him o emigrate. ** Wa have told the
folks out Berc Wudt & suRrt wal be is, and o great poli
thelan. If he will only cowe ont, e 18 suce 1o be mudes
President.”

A will, revealing among other things
glimpsca of a love story, bus goue fo probate fo Edc
County, It counists slmply of a letter frowm the desd
man tug his wrother, e had n sweetheort nawed
“Husey,” bat Snsey uaed to v seen now and then with
unotier fellow, whoin the Jenlovs lover describes aq
Ogat Galent = I flad Seesy with that Galent of
lers,” be writes, T awear by the Halter that shal bang
we, she shal uever enjoy bl dhe ltter proceeds
with: * Giv ay love to Lidey W——" wiun was nelthes
Inls sister no= Wis eoustn, bat apparently another sweet
heart. Tndeed, he seoms to have vud muy o sweet
henrt, for he adde, careleasiy, * and all tbe resd™ Hut
S Busey ' Was bist luved, 1ot e condiiddes wikh saying
 Mn the Lord boess you adl, and pariea the decds 1 Lay
in contemplaalon,”

A story trom Fignro of the political eam.
puien m the south of France : Two cantidotes, o Radi
cal and & Conservallve, appesr belore thelr constitu
ents. Tha Conscrvative s wmiming the sympathies ol
the meeting, when a citizen Jumps fato the tribune and
with fraptie wicn exelnims : * Brothers, [ oller W
prove to you suat Cltazen S—, who pow
powes before you as a model of austere alsnteress
aduess, reesived bribes from the mlomons resctiovary
oanididate to favor his election.” Then there was com:
motior —** Tumulte wexpriwable,” says Figars in a pa

"

retithests, ‘Lhe Conservatly « shont * Pioos, proofs!
and Citizen 8— with stutely enlmn 82 aovanees to the
tront and suys: * Cltizens, I contess | dld recelve money
from the odtlons eandidate, Bu! (ralsiug his rght haud
above bia hesd) | swear by the Loly poXer that I have
done nothing for biw 1™
There was an affecting and dramatic scene
st a wedding among colored people m Pittsburg las
woek, when two brothers whom slavery had divided
were suddenly brought toeether s ter long separalion.
They bud been born in Maryland, and the plouter whose
property they were, becoming cubartassed 1o bughu sa,
was obliged to part with sowe of Lis slaves, and the
two boys wore among those whom Le  sold
OQue o them ‘was takem to Texas, the other
to Virgiula. They bad grown to be men
before the war came, apd never expected (o
spe each otber agnin. After emancipation they buth
+unt Norch and u-n:fun-.d 1 husiuoss, LAt tuey uesor
met, Eueo suppos d the otber to bo vead. To thls wod.
ding weut wany colured people Trow the South and
Woest, und among whem tue brothers, As thay wppeared
l:&;»e -tmug:; : e;lillu ma; inu od&ned um Beivre 1he
wis U oy wvervd th lativnsh
VRSN Nad 104 the WCoLy of Bis Dt e
The Christmas numbers of the great Eng-
Iish pletorinl weeltiles present thils yoar some curious
oontrasts, ns woll as cortalu poinis of resomsiance. The
Graphic follows up bie succoss Ik made In 1877 by av-
ing twelve hundsome colored illustrutions with Lhe
lattor-press; the 10Xt cousisia of sliort stories by Justin
Metarthy, F. W. Robiuson, Duttoa Cook, and otbors,
The iltustrated London News 1a espoenlly bappy in its
many larse and curefully worked wood-cats, and cons
tains » complote novel by Mrs. J. H. Kiddel, besides
other anpropriste reading matter, Eweu paper pub-
Itshen also a Lurige priot se o separate supplement. The
Aews glves lu cvlors the eharmive peture of * Puss in
Boots,” by Millais, and The tiraphie has an exesllent
oo by Foauk Holi, *The Gilts of the Fuiries™
atnne nas rece ved buth tuese papars, ns well as
Puneh's Abmanack, woleh flods & grest donl of fun in
prospective inventions and discoveries by Mr. Edlsou,
The bouse of Priam wight, in the opimon
of Dr. Sonllamsnp, bave pad mors ihan 100 rooms, and
he thinks 1t was orcioally five or seveu stories high,
One of the rovws Mew coubaivs u jar so iarge that it
s 0 arly flled by it Four of suoh jurs bave been found
by biw, each measuring five and n half feel bigh und
tour feot sovem tucivs brosd. The large puwmber
of jars found on the ground floor indees
the belief that 1t was used for store-roows The
four hige Jars contalu & number of beautiful terrs-cotta
vases, of which aiso wany Goe  speclmens
were found in  the brick-colored ashes  wilh
which the rooms are fliled. Dr. Scuilvmann thinks the

their designs upou the bated boudholders. They
tried to abolish the Bond Court, bur conld not.
Thelr regret over their fwilure was lessoned when
the court decided in favor of partini repudiation,
They next tried (o nso tho money sot apart to pay
the interest on the bouds for other purposes, Iu)?nt
did not suceeed 1o that either, All through the
session the auti-Repndiationists were toroed to re-
wrot that they Liad deprived themselves of the sup-
port of a lurge negro vote, for she colored member
was always sure to vole against repudiation,

I'he supportors of Hendricks and Thurman are
disturbing the peace of the holiday scason by at-
tempting tostic npa * irial of strength ™ in one
way or another, They talk of runnivg a Hendricks
man aganst John G, Thompson, for Bsrgeant-at-
Arms of the next Honse, o order to see which fac-
t1on hins the most strength there, By all means let
the tussel come, No Hepublican oeares a copper
which man wivs, 60 long as one of them is left to
ran for the Presidoney,  Of conrse the fondeat de-
sire of the tepublican heart is to see Mr. Tilden in
the ficld again in 1550, bat if be is dented a viodi-
catton, toe unaniwous Republican vote will be
given for cither Thunman or Hendricks, Unless
there o lively quarrel beforchand fhey way go
into the eonvention so evenly balaneoed that neither
can be nominated, and this wonld e n uwsfortnue.

Pr Rm-: NAL.
Mr. A. Bronson Alcott, in spite of his eighty

yenrs, Ia arrsug ng 1o hive a “Summer Sobool of Phil-
vsophy " at Conoord, next July,

Miss Bessie Conkling, the only danghter of
the Senator, 18 ongaged Lo warcy Mre. W, G. Oskman,
the Superintendent of the Utioa Diviston of the D, L.
and W. Railway.

Mr. Gladstone, who will be sixty-uine years
old next Bunday, ts to receive o birthday girt of a solid
il it no e bhand
swatl o I;tl::o m M lnu’hul:l mrﬁ.' -

The new Grand Vizier of Turkey is o
Cireassian by birth, and was in his yowh & slave, His
good looks and his brains groatly attracted his owner,

WO igable thing in the ancient moension i that
pere and there beneath it the walts of ustill more
anclent buliding wre found; He ascribes thew to the
first olty erected on the stte of the amous aity,  All the
fraxments of pottery which he has scen in the roows of
the wapsion lmmediately below the Trojan stratum
nave, Lo aays, om both sides « beantiinl lns
trous rod, black or brown color Which Lo
pas pever found auywhere except in the sirnias
of the first city, He Is further of opinion that lue
grrnt errenit wall was oot bullt by tue pe. ple whiek lu-

ablted Troy ut tue thns of the catastropbe, but by
the T predecessors  Among the remarkab e objeets dis
covered pecently Do, 8 Llewann o bia inst letter 1o
The Times (London), mencons the remains uf un emb yo
chlld, which  pigyslclin thinks to be oniy foue wonths
old. Al the bones seamed to be proseat, * go that the
skeloton might custly be resonstraiied.”

King Ludwig's royal chateau, which he has
set nbout biniding on the 1sland uf Herren-Chismser, in
Bavaria, after tbe wodel of the palace as Versuillos, will
find Liw, when eompleted, ooly forty-etelit years old,
aid he han et ap vt B1teon years for the ballding of It
The 300 workmon now engaged in the work are lodged
i barracks, Lemuporarily d for them, and
by specinl - order from the King great eare 18
teken to provide for thelr comfort and to sat
jaty thelr nesds ®i @ wmoderate exponse, The
Telegraph (London) observes that such cousiders
wlon was not shown when Louls XIV. was buldieg
his Versatlles. A writer has recorded ihat 36,000 men
and 6,000 wagons wero esugaged every day on tbat
work, and Madnwe de #évigud has =aid that & eertaln
number of the wagens soaveyed back t Parts at dead
of night the vurpses of thoss who bed died dariog the
duy. In the memois of Madame Lafayeite it i
that large bodies of the Royal woops were detailed 10
aud £ha laborers in GLEging the founiations, but that (88
unwholgsome totl of oxcavatiug marshy earth &0t
evers duy scores of suldiers fo the hespital
The begioutigs of Wersatiies wore of the humbiest kil
Fouls XTI, belug mueh addieted to hunting 1o the For:
ot of 5t LAgOr, grow tired of supping i disty cabarelt
wnd sloepie 1 dilapidated windmlis, and consequent!s
resolved to trausform s it puvition which he po¥
scased ab Versatllea into “a house of foards.” Tt was bb

son,  the Great Louls. whe pulled down b



